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Maya until she introduced herself at table. It was amusing to
remember that when she was pointed out to me at the Copley Hall
dance in January, 1904, as the girl who had just returned from
Japan, and later when I asked to be introduced to " the girl who had
just returned from Japan," I was led up to Alice instead.
At 3, Neville came to take me to the Diet to call on Viscount
Saito5 who could not leave the session to receive me at the Gaimusho,
or Foreign Office. He is old—over seventy, I believe—and looks old
and tired. Conversation was halting, and he seemed to have too
much on his mind to concentrate, but he is decidedly distinguished ;
he was formerly an admiral in the Navy and Governor-General of
Korea, and has now stepped into the breach as Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs to tide over, with his personal prestige,
and probably temporarily, a difficult cabinet situation. I stayed a
very short time, knowing that he was busy in the session and that we
could talk only platitudes ; left with him notes asking for audiences
with the Emperor and Empress, copies of my letters of credence and
the letters of recall of Cameron Forbes, my predecessor, and a copy
of my proposed speech to the Emperor. As Neville liked it, we sent
it in. Afterwards I called on Baron de Bassompierre, the Belgian
Ambassador and Dean of the Diplomatic Corps—very pleasant.
Then, at 5, Alice had the entire staff with wives and daughters
to tea—sixty-five people. What a staff! And what a situation that
enabled us to give a reception, with buffet, for sixty-five people on the
very day of our arrival! Cam Forbes* Japanese servants are all on the
job and functioning like clockwork; I suppose we shall keep them all.
Bingham and Parsons came to dinner. The latter is to stay
with us until he can get his apartment in one of the dormitories
into shape. I have written up the day while the initial impressions
are still fresh, and now, thank heaven, I shall hit the hay at 10.30
and hit it hard.
PRESS COMMENTS ON THE NEW AMBASSADOR
June 7, 1932
The press gives me much amusement. Yesterday the Japan Times
quoted me as saying that I knew hardly anything about the present
Japan but thgi I hoped to get down to serious study, which I didn't
say at all, although I may have remarked that I had much to learn
here. Anyway, this evening's militaristic and anti-Anierican Times
built its whole column-and-a-half editorial around that alleged
remark, referring in complimentary terms to my " modesty" and
the fact that I had come here with an open mind and was willing
to learn* Some of the other papers, published in Japanese, have
taken still further liberties. The Tokyo Jiji observes :
Mrs. Grew is a most fitting consort of the new Ambassador,
who is a diplomat for the promotion of peace,   Interviewed by

